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CITY OF ASHLAND POULTRY PERMIT NO. _____________ 
A POULTRY PERMIT MUST BE APPROVED AND $50 PERMIT FEE PAID PRIOR TO ACQUIRING THE HENS 

 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________ SAUNDERS ______ CASS _____ 
 

LOT _____________________________________ BLOCK ____________ SUBDIVISION ________________________ 
 

ENCLOSURE AND FENCE DESCRIPTION _______________________________________________________________ 
 

SIZE ______X_______ HEIGHT _______ NUMBER/TYPE OF HENS (MAX. OF 7) ________________________________ 
 

 

PER ASHLAND NEBRASKA ZONING ORDINANCE SECTION 8.09 KEEPING OF ANIMALS: 
8.09.03. Keeping of poultry in identified residential districts and on residential zoned property consisting of detached single-family dwelling, 

subject to the following: 
A. Any person who keeps hens in the City of Ashland or its zoning jurisdiction shall obtain a permit from the City prior to acquiring 

the hens. Application shall be made to the Permits and Inspections Division and the fee for the permit shall be as determined 
by Council resolution. 

B. Permits expire and become invalid five (5) years after the date of issuance. A person who wishes to continue keeping hens shall 
have obtained a new permit on or before the expiration date of the previous permit. Application for a new permit shall be 
pursuant to the procedures and requirements that are applicable at the time the person applies for a new permit to include a 
plot plan showing the building envelope in which the coop may be located. 

C. Persons in any zoning district of the City of Ashland may keep hens on his/her property for the sole purpose of participating in 
livestock exhibitions such as 4-H or similar programs upon approval of a permit and in accordance with the provisions as set 
forth herein.  

D. A person who keeps or houses hens on his or her property shall comply with all of the following requirements: 
1. No more than 7 hens may be kept on any one zoning lot. 
2. The principal use of the property shall be a single-family dwelling. 
3. No person shall keep any rooster. 
4. No person shall slaughter any hens. 
5. The hens shall be provided with a covered enclosure and must be kept in the covered enclosure or a fenced enclosure at 

all times. Such covered enclosure or coop shall contain at least 4 square feet of floor area per hen, and the fenced enclosure 
shall provide at least ten square feet of open area per hen; no coop shall exceed 120 square feet of floor area or exceed 
12 feet in height. 

6. A person shall not keep hens in any location on the property other than in the rear yard.  For purposes of this section, "rear 
yard" means that portion of a lot enclosed by the property's rear lot line and the side lot lines to the points where the side 
lot lines intersect with an imaginary line established by the rear of the dwelling and extending to the side lot lines. 

7. No covered enclosure or fenced enclosure shall be located closer than 10 feet to any property line of an adjacent property. 
8. All enclosures for the keeping of hens shall be so constructed or repaired as to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from 

being harbored underneath, within, or within the walls of the enclosure. A covered enclosure or fenced enclosure shall not 
be located closer than 40 feet to any residential structure on another person’s property. 

9. All feed and other items associated with the keeping of hens that are likely to attract or to become infested with or infected 
by rats, mice, or other rodents shall be protected so as to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from gaining access to or 
coming into contact with them. 

10. Eggs produced by permitted chickens may be sold by the permit holder. 
11. If the above requirements are not complied with, the City may revoke any permit granted under this section and/or initiate 

prosecution for a civil infraction violation. 
 
 

YOUR SIGNATURE AUTHORIZES THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL OR ANY DESIGNATED AGENT TO ENTER THE PROPERTY  
TO CONDUCT INSPECTIONS DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS. 

 
 

PROPERTY OWNER __________________________ EMAIL ____________________________ 
 

DATE __________PHONE ____________________ SIGNED ___________________________ 
                        (Owner or Agent’s Signature) 

------------------------------FOR OFFICE USE ONLY – BLDG DEPT FEES------------------------------ 
 

 

$50 FEE RECEIPT NO. ____________________________________________________________ 
 

REVIEWED BY _____________________________________ DATE _____________ EXPIRES _____________  
 

APPROVED_______ DENIED_______ COMMENTS: _______________________________________________ 
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